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Children have been entrusted to parents by Allah (swt). As parents, it has become their responsibility to give birth to a child in this world as part of His objective. Every child that was born in this world has a purpose as Allah mentions in the Quran,
“And I did not create the jinn and mankind except to worship Me.” (The Quran, 51: 56)
“And [mention, O Muhammad], when your Lord said to the angels, "Indeed, I will make upon the earth a successive authority…” (The Quran, 2: 30)
From these two verses, we can understand that a child is brought into this world such that when he reaches puberty, he will worship Allah (swt) and carry out his role as a khalifah (representative of Allah) on Earth- that is, one who establishes Allah’s injunctions on earth. This means that every child is a young khalifah who will eventually grow into an accomplished khalifah when he is an adult. All parents have the responsibility to ensure this. 
To help parents carry out their roles in educating these young khalifah, Allah (swt) has provided guidance and help in the Qur’an. It is mentioned in Surah Luqman (Chapter 31);
“And [mention, O Muhammad], when Luqman said to his son while he was instructing him, "O my son, do not associate [anything] with Allah. Indeed, association [with him] is great injustice.” (The Quran, 31: 13)
This verse teaches parents that the first thing they should educate their children on is the Oneness of Allah (swt)- that no partners are to be associated to Allah (swt). This should be done by introducing them to Allah (swt) from young. This is done by nurturing them with the right aqeedah, that is, building and strengthening their attestation to the Oneness of Allah, from young.
Parents are thus encouraged to recite the adhan, (Islamic call to prayer), as well as the iqama (second Islamic call to prayer), upon the birth of their child. This is done to ensure the first thing the baby hears is Allah’s name. Even before the baby knows who his parents are, he should know Allah.
In the Quran, 31:14-15, Allah (swt) mentions:
“And We have enjoined upon man [care] for his parents. His mother carried him, [increasing her] in weakness upon weakness, and his weaning is in two years. Be grateful to Me and to your parents; to Me is the [final] destination. But if they endeavour to make you associate with Me that of which you have no knowledge, do not obey them but accompany them in [this] world with appropriate kindness and follow the way of those who turn back to Me [in repentance]. Then to Me will be your return, and I will inform you about what you used to do.” (The Quran, 31:14-15)
These verses teach parents that after a child has been introduced to his God, he should then know who his parents are. This is to create love, affection and the aspiration to serve his parents. 
After children get to know Allah (swt) and their parents, they ought should be thought gratitude towards Allah and their parents, as Allah says, “be grateful to Me and to both your parents”. The way to prove their gratitude is to obey all that is commanded by Allah (swt) and their parents. 
However, knowing Allah (swt) is not enough to invoke feelings of gratitude that propels us to be obedient as even Iblis knows Him very well but was ungrateful. It was due to such ungratefulness and arrogance, and not his lack of knowledge of Allah (swt), that Iblis suffered His wrath.
Also, parents have to be brave in raising their children to love Allah (swt) more than them. This is to ensure that if they, as parents, were to commit a sin or encourage their children towards rebellion, their children will be wise in not obeying them. Hence, parents have to prepare their children with the right knowledge that will allow them to know the commands of Allah (swt) which should be obeyed so that their children know when to not obey their parents’ orders. Today, such knowledge is known as fard `ain knowledge (knowledge that is incumbent upon every Muslim to know and for which the Muslim would be accountable in the Hereafter). It is a must for parents to instill enough fard `ain knowledge in their children so that they will be capable young khulafa’ (plural of khalifah). It must be emphasized that fard `ain knowledge is not limited to only reading the Al-Quran, but it also encompasses knowledge of aqeedah (the Islamic belief system) and all the aspects of fiqh (Islamic Jurisprudence) in the fardu `ain category.
Allah’s saying to “follow the path of him who turns to Me” teaches parents to ensure their children keep good company, especially their children’s circle of friends. It has been proven how big a factor friends are in influencing their children's behaviour and actions.
Rasulullah (saw) has reminded us that:
“A person is on the religion of his companions. Therefore let every one of you carefully consider the company he keeps.” (Narrated by Al-Tirmidhi)
Besides that, it is compulsory for parents to plant the belief towards the Day of Resurrection and the Day of Judgment. This can be seen in the verses where Allah says, “unto Me will be your return” and “Then to Me will be your return, and I will inform you about what you used to do.” This is further reinforced when Allah says,
“[And Luqman said], "O my son, indeed if wrong should be the weight of a mustard seed and should be within a rock or [anywhere] in the heavens or in the earth, Allah will bring it forth. Indeed, Allah is Subtle and Acquainted.” (The Quran, 31:16)
The importance of planting the belief of the Day of Resurrection and the Day of Judgment is such that it gives purpose to every deed that needs to be done by a young khalifah. With faith in the existence of the Hereafter and the weighing of one’s actions, an individual would be able to understand and persevere in their commitments to deeds that are, at times, perceived as inconvenient. They would be able to remember that their objective is to achieve rewards from Allah, with the greater goal being the best of rewards – to be in the Paradise of Allah. Such conviction increases one’s ability to stay patient when faced with difficulties and to be steadfast with one’s deeds of worship towards Allah (swt).
In the Quran, 31:17, Allah (swt) mentions;
“O my son, establish prayer, enjoin what is right, forbid what is wrong, and be patient over what befalls you. Indeed, [all] that is of the matters [requiring] determination.” (The Quran, 31:17)
Once young children have been educated with the basics of aqeedah, they need to be taught and trained to practice good deeds. One of these obligatory deeds is the establishing of prayers. Prayer is, of course, not the only deed that needs to be done but it has been mentioned in Verse 17 as the symbol of all other deeds for it is indeed the most important one of all. Prayer is one of the five pillars of Islam. Its importance is demonstrated with its placement as the second most important deed to be fulfilled after professing the shahaadah (words of attestation to Islam). Prayer is the act that connects the young khalifah to his God and is also a form of protection against disobedience.
Parents are also commanded by Allah (swt) to educate their children, as young khalifah, to carry out amr ma’ruf and nahi munkar (enjoining the good and forbidding the evil) as mentioned in Surah Al-Taubah (Chapter 9):
“And (as for) the believing men and the believing women, they are guardians of each other; they enjoin good and forbid evil and keep up prayer and pay the zakah and obey Allah and His Messenger. (As for) these (people), Allah will show mercy to them. Indeed, Allah is Mighty and Wise.” (The Quran, 9:71)
This clearly proves that da’wah (calling others to Islam) is not a responsibility to be shouldered solely by the da’i (callers to Islam), religious scholars and teachers, but one that is to be borne by all of mankind as Allah’s khalifah in this world. 
With this, Allah (swt) teaches parents that children should not just be educated to be one who is soleh (righteous), but also a musleh (one who is able to improve others). A child should not be taught merely to establish good deeds for himself but to also put in the effort to call upon others to do these deeds together with him.
Hence, it is only appropriate for parents to encourage their children to contribute in the doing of good deeds, be it in mosques or any Islamic organisations. Parents should not fear that the involvement of their children in mosques and Islamic organisations would cause their children to become extremists, old-fashioned, backward, etc, yet allowing them to fritter their time away at void decks and by the streets.
Once a child has been educated with the basic foundation of aqeedah and performing good deeds, it is essential to nurture his akhlaq in terms of developing patience and humility as mentioned by Allah swt to be patient with that which befalls you and as He mentioned again in verses 18 and 19;
“Indeed, those who believe and do righteous deeds - for them are the Gardens of Pleasure. Wherein they abide eternally; [it is] the promise of Allah [which is] truth. And He is the Exalted in Might, the Wise.” (The Quran, 31:18-19)
In conclusion, the most important aspects in the education of children as future Khalifah is the inculcation of right aqeedah and the encouragement to pursue constancy in performing righteous deeds and the nurturing of a noble akhlaq (disposition). Furthermore, children should not only be taught on how to be religious, but also how to inspire religiosity and goodness within others. With the mercy of Allah, insya’Allah, these children – the young khulafa’ – would grow with stout adherence to the religion of Islam and be of benefit to themselves, their family, the community, and the world at large. 
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